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Technology Platforms: Context, Rationale and State of Play

Over the last couple of years, a series of European Technology Platforms have been set up by the stakeholders concerned. The technological fields concerned cover a number of strategically important issues with high societal relevance where achieving Europe’s future growth, competitiveness and sustainability objectives is dependent upon major research and technological advances in the medium to long term.

The general concept and approach of technology platforms will be explained and, based on the experience to date with the more than 25 platforms which are operational or at an advanced preparatory stage a number of factors which encourage their success will be put forward.

The European Technology Platforms will have a significant influence on the Community’s 7th Research Framework Programme (FP7). In the presentation, information will be provided on the role of the European Commission services on this issue, as well as on how the European Commission services are taking on board the work of European Technology Platforms in the formulation of FP7.

