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What causes differences in the dynamics? 

Localized initiatives and global virtual institutes.
This presentation will mostly discuss the regional initiatives and collaborations of the binational (Danish-Swedish) region around Øresund, which is also called the Medicon Valley. The  region recently made an agreement with the UK regarding collaboration within  biotechnology and medical technology, research as well as innovation. On the national level, there is a Nordic cooperation via NordForsk (the newly founded Nordic Research Council) and Nordic Innovation Center.  Financially supported by Nordic Innovation Center and Medicon Valley Academy, the bioregions around the Baltic Sea have started ScanBalt, a network of networks to promote research and innovation in the Northeastern Europe, with participation also from Germany, Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and North-Western Russia (S:t Petersburg area). ScanBalt Campus is a new virtual institute formed by the universities of these regions.

Medicon Valley Academy (MVA)  is a non-profit organisation which was initially an Interreg project between the Universities in Copenhagen and Lund,  but transformed into a private, membership-based organisation in 2000. The Öresund region has 3 million inhabitants, and among the current 250 MVA members are ten universities, five hospital regions (28 hospitals), six cities and about 230 companies within the biotech and medical technology fields. The private members include many international companies with roots and big research sites in the region, for example NovoNordisk, H Lundbeck, Astra Zeneca, Ferring, Gambro and Coloplast, but also new spin-out companies from the universities. About 20 new companies are started within biotech/ medtech every year in the region.

In Medicon Valley, excellent research is performed in medical areas such as diabetes, cancer, neuroscience and infectious diseases, as well as in emerging, multi-disciplinary areas such as bionanotechnology, functional food and Bio+IT.  The triple helix organisation MVA works to promote collaboration between academia, industry and the public hospitals, as well as to integrate the Danish and Swedish parts of the region. Three regional PhD and Postdoc programmes with industry participation have been initiated across the border, while national involvements this far encompassed three 3-year research projects.  At least ten different networks with regular meetings between scientists and industrialists are continuously supported, and big meeting places are created at the annual Biotech Forum Conference and the MVA Annual Meeting. MVA also publishes strategic reports on Innovation (From Bioscience to New Jobs in Medicon Valley, 2004) and Research (planned for 2005), with focus on the regional conditions and intended for the regional and national polititians. Furthermore, MVA assists start-up companies and tech transfer organisations by publishing guidebooks, e.g. on patenting, financing and clinical development procedures. The vision is to secure excellent research, world-class knowledge sharing, and innovative, growing companies by utilizing the full potential of all actors and all parts of the region.
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