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Dynamics of research and innovation in different sectors

 

This presentation is based on first results of the exploratory phase of the research program MICORD (Managing Innovation, Collaboration and Outsourcing Research and Development) carried out at the Radboud University Nijmegen. In this first phase we have explored patterns of collaboration and outsourcing of R&D in three sectors: polymers, food processing and consumer electronics. Our starting point was the so-called innovation paradox, which says that European and Dutch universities produce excellent science, but companies make inadequate use of it. We interviewed R&D managers in a considerable number of Dutch enterprises in order to explore the gap between university research and business research. Much to our surprise, in many of these interviews we ended up talking more about problems of innovation than about problems of research and knowledge absorption. Research managers seemed to be more worried about the possibilities of getting the products of research translated into new products than in getting access to and using the latest knowledge. The presentation will offer some somewhat speculative reflections concerning the reasons for this innovation problem. We will discuss differences between sectors in the dynamics of research and innovation using a slightly amended version of Pavitt’s well-known classification of sectors.


