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Commission activities on procurement

1. Handbook on research and innovation and public procurement
The Commission will in 2006 publish a Handbook on research and innovation and public procurement, as announced in the Communication “More Research and Innovation: Investing for Growth and Employment - A Common Approach” COM (2005) 488. This Handbook will clarify to policy-makers how public procurement can stimulate firms to invest more in research and innovation, and it will raise awareness of the possibilities under the new procurement Directives 2004/17 and 2004/18 for innovation oriented tendering. 
The Handbook will focus on the concrete barriers that prevent the uptake of research and innovation oriented procurement by contracting authorities in practice. The Handbook will make concrete policy recommendations and propose specific measures to be taken at different levels, such as inviting Member States to benchmark their procurement practices to identified good practices and to take action to improve practice. 

The Handbook will also be giving practical guidelines on how procurement officials can stimulate companies to propose innovative and research-intensive products and services. The guidelines will give practical hints on how to structure the procurement procedure, and select and assess offers using the opportunities offered by the new legal framework. 

The Handbook will draw upon a study being executed by the Fraunhofer Institut for DG Enterprise on “Innovation and public procurement. Review of issues at stake” which will be finalised in fall 2005 and the work of the DG Research Expert Group on “The impact of public procurement on private investment in research and innovation.” 
To validate the results of the Fraunhofer study and receive input for the Handbook a workshop will be organised in Brussels on Wednesday 14 December 2005.
2. Stimulating innovation through reference to standards
A Call for proposals has been published on stimulating innovation through reference to standards in public procurement. Within this project a consortium will analyse the possibilities to improve innovation performance through reference to standards in public procurement processes. There will be workshops bringing together standardisation experts, consultants/experts in public procurement process and consumer representatives. They will identify practical possibilities to use existing standards in public procurement processes in an innovative manner. The end result will be a handbook on “Promoting innovation by referencing standards in public procurement”. 
The project is foreseen to start in January 2006 and will last for 24 months.
3. INNO-Actions: Networking procuring authorities
Building upon the experience of the current PAXIS and Gate2Growth initiatives and with the objective of further leveraging good practice policies and measures in support of innovation, DG Enterprise and Industry launched a call for proposal in October 2005 to further promote trans-European cooperation among national and/or sub-national innovation programmes or actions. As part of this project support will be given to specific joint initiatives, the so called INNO-Nets. Proposals could include joint initiatives of Member States to better use public procurement for innovation. For example, support could be given to the establishment of a cross-border network of procurement authorities aimed at exchanging knowledge and development of good practices and guidelines. Similarly cross-border exchange programmes, campaigns and awareness raising could be supported.
For the INNO-Nets a maximum funding of € 3 M per project is available with 100% funding. For the INNO-Actions a maximum funding of € 3 M per project is available with a maximum co-funding of 50% of eligible costs.
The Call closes on 5 January.

The Call for proposals for the INNO-Nets is published on http://www.cordis.lu/innovation/en/home.html. The INNO-Nets are FP6-2005-INNOV- Strand 1 and the INNO-Actions Strand 2.
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