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Abstract

European RTD Programmes and Global Benefits 

The aim of this presentation is to discuss the relationship between pursuing commercial and broader societal goals within the EU framework programmes for research and technological development. These programmes are an example of public initiatives which aim at promoting research collaboration among European companies and public research organisations and across national borders. The framework programmes have been largely evaluated in the recent years. Remarkably little attention has been paid on the broader societal benefits which these programmes may have brought. We introduce two examples of the research activities carried out within the EU framework programmes – one from the shipbuilding industry and another from medical research – which ought to benefit not only the international competitiveness of Finnish companies or research organisations but as side effects may have positive effects on the environment or promote quality of life, even on global scale. We argue that the broader humanitarian gains may exceed direct monetary gains accruing from pan-European collaboration. Thus, European research collaboration can be a means for creating welfare which could not have been created by the efforts of single nations’ limited resources.

