Innovation and defence R&D: an evolving relationship

Abstract

The efforts to develop new technologies for defence and security purposes do not take place in a vacuum. They influence and are influenced by technological capabilities in the rest of the economy. In other words, a relationship exists between defence R&D and civil innovation. The character of this relationship changes with time and depends on a broad range of procurement policies and institutional practices. The presentation will explore this relationship, and discuss the extent to which countries can develop a defence technology base while improving general economic competitiveness. It will address the policy areas where problems emerge when trying to establish links between defence and civilian innovative activities. Changes in defence procurement practices, the commercialisation of the activities of public defence laboratories, and the transformation in the industrial structure of defence suppliers will be briefly introduced. 

