A second wind for dual-use initiatives in France

The French government has a key role in the funding and the execution of research, and defence programmes have remained the main instruments in that relationship for long. Nonetheless, the arguments in favour of an ending of the spin-off paradigm led French policy makers to a restructuring of the organisation of military R&D. The transition induced by the reform of the Delegation Générale pour l’Armement (DGA) in 1997, aimed at a recentring on acquisitions, while simultaneously causing a prejudicial lack of upstream research. This strategy amounts to creating strong dependence on the civil sector; in such a policy, the military sector no longer participates in the country’s scientific and technological dynamics.

Recently (since 2001) initiatives have been undertaken, which point towards more synergies between military research and civilian innovation, more specifically targeted at the transformation of R&D results into new products, processes and services simultaneously in the defence field and in the overall economy.

This presentation will present these independent initiatives and draw the lines of the challenges ahead in the context of the emergence of a European security agency.

