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From Lisbon to Barcelona: Let’s take it literally. There is a number of ways to go from Lisbon to Barcelona and we can learn a number of lessons for ERA and the 3 % on each road. For those of us believing in the God of the Catholic church, Saint Jacob (Santiago) will bless and protect the pilgrims. 

· Go via Salamanca: This town stands for old universities and last year it was also European culture capital. In Salamanca we learn about the importance of the university system and about the importance of innovation culture.

· Go via Malaga and Granada: One of the most important reasons for the decline of the Spanish empire was the loss of human capital in the course of the inquisition. The Jews and the Moslems were thrown out, other productive segments of the population were discouraged. In Malaga and Granada we learn about the importance of human resource policies and about good framework conditions for gifted people.

· Go via Asturia and Basque country: This is the longest way to go but we do not only follow St. Jacob’s way but also come to the traditionally industrialised parts of Spain including the finance sector. In cities like Bilbao we learn that the government pilgrim has to follow industry closely.

· Go via Madrid: In the capital we find most of the government powers and institutions, the largest bullfight arena and the royal court. In Madrid we learn about institutional setting, about court ceremony and about governance.

· Go via Toledo: The city of Toledo with it’s Alcazar and cathedral, it’s Greco paintings and high rocks breathes the strictness of higly dogmatic beliefs and belligerent minds. In Toledo we learn about the necessity of strong beliefs – but also about the preferability of pragmatic policies to achieve these goals. 

· Go via Sevilla: That’s an easy one because we can learn everything about RTDI policy foresight there.

So pilgrimage from Lisbon to Barcelona helps us to see at least some of the light. We have to be aware that most of this light is the grim and merciless sunbeam of the Extremadura and the Sierra, a light that drove a certain Don Quixote crazy.

