A conference which completely fulfilled the standards of the Six Countries Programme – The Innovation Policy Network

The Six Countries Programme, as an international innovation policy network, has the ambition to offer a “unique selling proposition” in comparison to other networks with three main ingredients: informal exchange of individual viewpoints; critical approach of innovation policy issues; bringing together a broad mix of researchers and policy makers.

This ambition was completely fulfilled by the joint Austrian-Hungarian Conference.

Informality was clearly present throughout the entire conference activities and the more informal and well managed encounters during and after the conference (with an outstanding sightseeing tour of the Sopron area). Speakers expressed their personal viewpoints, regardless their formal affiliations. There was sufficient room for discussion and it gave birth to very open and vivid exchanges of views.

The conference was intended to be attended by a workable number of participants (65 were present) and therefore participation was “on invitation only”. This did not harm the good mix from different horizons and cultures: ministries, funding agencies, consultants, universities, research centres, advisory councils, from the European Commission, national and regional bodies and altogether from 14 different countries.

A lot of critical issues were openly approached, questioning policies and research. The lack of coherence and coordination between research policy and innovation policy, at the level of the Commission but also  at national/ regional levels, was a major issue. Crossing borders of institutions and institutional cultures is a main obstacle in new governance of research and innovation policies. The following topics were clearly addressed: 
· the need for horizontal coordination involving different policy attributions; 
· the search for workable collaborations of European, national and regional responsibilities; 
· the still very unclear missions and targets for the ERA concept or the 3%-Barcelona/ Lisbon action plans, though agreeing the clear benefits of the debates throughout Europe induced by the European Commission; 
· the positive but also critical challenges towards the newcomers in the European area… 
The conference might have left participants with even more open questions and still unclear answers and solutions than they expected. But they certainly must have had a clearer view on the real issues and challenges of crossing the many borders.

May the future conferences and workshops of the Six Countries Programme all meet the standards of this “Habsburg” conference!
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