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"Theory and Practice of ERA"? Rather, vision versus reality. ERA is, indeed, a vision, and a hope, and a legal concept of FP6; it is an innovation within the system of FP, and a step towards a new dimension of integration. As was the case earlier, R&D again pioneers political integration. In reality, however, the concept is in danger to be frustrated by existing national barriers, legal and attitudinal. Will the member states make the new step? Will the research communities take up the challenge? Implementing the concept will test the present state-of-affairs of European integration.

