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The paper will begin by exploring some of the images of guarding and crossing borders, and suggest some analogies for the borders of (and within) the European Research Area within which the new members of the EU will find themselves.  

It will continue with a discussion of ERA institutions, their governance, and their influence on the various actual and perceived borders for European science.  It will ask what those borders are,  who is in charge, what it may mean to cross them and what price may have to be paid.  

One arena where these borders are in a state of constant flux is the intermediary "Research Council" (and other research funding analogues). This is a period of considerable change in the governance of many European Research Councils.  Many have been reviewed and /or reorganised.  New proposals are being made to assess their performance and several of their own instruments for the selection and governance of science are being questioned (for example, peer review and research programmes).   Seen within the framework of three-way principal-agent relations between state, intermediary agency and the academy, these new interactions may reflect some important changes in both governance and boundaries.

These national dynamics are now being made more complicated by the moves towards implementation of the new European science policy, the European Research Area (ERA), by the increasing pressures for a European Research Council, and the changes which have been made to the Framework Programme within FP6. National and supra-national institutions within Europe are also beginning to cross old borders and shake hands with old opponents.

At this point it should be acknowledged that "border crossing" is not always a major event.  There are those who are regular travellers across borders, and institutions which are designed to help that process, "boundary objects" in the current academic terminology.  There are likely to be lessons to learn from them as well. 
The paper will also look at other borders and other travellers. In recent years, the interests of stakeholders outside the institutions of science and science policy have been recognised and are seen to need more attention.  The extent to which the borders  between science and the public have shifted will also be discussed. The significance of these new interactions for science policy and governance will be assessed.

The other new actors in the ERA are of course the new Members States and their science systems.   Candidate Countries.  Drawing on an a recent study of the funding of social science research in eight countries outside the EU, the paper will reflect on some of the challenges faced by these countries as they move into the European science arena, and makes some suggestions about the borders they will encounter and the knowledge they will need in order to benefit from participation in European 

The paper will conclude by suggesting that the extent to which the old borders are being crossed may be more significant than the shifting of the borders themselves. "Border crossing" will be proposed as a basis for the further analysis of the dynamics of early 21st Century science policy and governance. 
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