BORDER CROSSINGS

KNOWING WHERE THE FRONTIERS ARE
CHRIS CASWILL
DIRECTOR OF SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT AND

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION
Economic & Social Research Council, Swindon, UK

PAPER GIVEN AT THE CONFERENCE ON “CROSSING BORDERS 

- VENTURING INTO THE ERA” CONFERENCE, 

30-31 OCTOBER 2003 

Borders are created and managed by 

institutions, cultures and people
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The institutions of the ERA

· DG Research
· The European Parliament
· The Council of Ministers
· The European Science Foundation
· National Research Councils and Ministers
· Private Foundations
· The ERA-NET Scheme
· Universities & Research Institutes
· Private Sector
· A European Research Council 

Chris Caswill, ESRC

“Crossing Borders”

30/31 October 2003
The Governance of the ERA

· Many actors

· No one centre of power

· A network of hierarchical actors

· The role of science in the process?
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The ERA in Flux

· At the national level

· In the Universities

· In the Framework Programme

· In the ERC Debate

· After Enlargement

· Europeanisation?

· Governance?

Chris Caswill, ESRC

“Crossing Borders”

30/31 October 2003
Where are the borders?

(and the minefields!)



  and who is in charge?

· Between Countries

· Between Cultures

· Between Sciences

· Between Institutions

· Between Science and other parts of Society
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· Borders have a purpose

· Regular travellers cross frequently
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Borders create problems

· For incomers

· For the uninformed

· For the careless

· For creative connection

· For convergence
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     Where there are borders, there are

· “boundary objects”

· DG Research (via FP6)?

· ESF?

· ERA-NET?

· National co-operation?

· The ERA vision?

· ERC/EASR?

· “travel agents” ERC/EASR  DGR  ERA-NET

· regular travellers

· institutions and people in charge of them
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Conclusions for the ERA 

· Include the idea of borders, border crossing

· Look to the institutions, incentives, boundary objects, travel agents

· Study the flows, and barriers, and the governance

· And democracy?  Still a deficit?
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Conclusions for the newcomers

· Get good maps and guides

· Learn from the travellers

· Look for opportunities for influence
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Conclusions for further work

· Borders, boundaries, boundary objects

OR

· Institutions, cultures, people
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OR

A more inclusive set of models including 

· Purpose

· Power 

· Governance

· Aggregation 

· Steering and 

· Flows of influence
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