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Abstract

 

NEST (New and Emerging Science and Technology) is a new activity within the 6th Framework programme.  It supports novel and unconventional “high risk” research in potentially any area of science and technology, and provides a high degree of flexibility to researchers to set research challenges and put forward ideas with few preconceptions or pre-defined limits.  The presentation will describe the role of NEST, in the context of the European Research Area and its future evolution.   Early experience of the implementation of NEST will be used to explore how it can contribute to the twin challenges of reinforcing excellence and fostering convergence in European research, amid other potential developments in the mix of policies, institutional forms and funding mechanisms in Europe. 

