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3. Funding procedure and finances
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Mesdames et Messieurs,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

meine Damen und Herren.

The topic I'm supposed to talk about is "Green technology programmes - the experience so far".

Let me please alter one small word of the heading at first and give some explanations. With that new word it shoud be "Green technology programmes - my experience so far". That's because today I'm presenting to you a kind of a child's view or at least a youthful view: I am occupied with the funding of green technologies in the German Ministry for Education and Research for roughly 100 days. So there is a danger for us as well as a chance: some aspects I quote may seem quite trivial, but some quite new - I hope not too hooligan-like.

I will adress 

· the green technology programme parts administered by my special section of BMBF (which is section 423 " Cleaner Production and Sustainable Products"); these are roughly: integrated environmental protection technologies in industry, agriculture, forestry and the framework elements for an innovative, sustainable management. Let me add right away to avoid misunderstandings: I am not adressing climate and atmosphere, global change, biosphere, water, oceans and the poles - important enough, but not my task of today.

· I will also adress the way we identified the concrete topics to be promoted by public funding and how we tried to attract the best actors and projects, and will adress

· the overwhelming (almost suffocating) success of our calls for tenders.

Afterwards I will propose some wild theses for discussion and we should talk about a question with no simple answers at hand: Shall we - or shouldn't we - unleash an overall strategy for sustainable development - a sort of "sustainability mainstreaming"? Or is it more sustainable to tackle specific problems: with fewer goals and one after another?

Some theses for discussion

As to sustainability

· In sustainability concepts we have to accept and clearly adress conflicting goals in respect of sustainability and important and well established interests in the society/economy.

· Only if sustainability pays to the actors (producers, distributers, consumers) it pays for you. This includes a progressive and demanding definition of standards of technology.

· As a general concept ("sustainability mainstreaming") the idea of sustainability may turn somewhat grey and boring.

· If we sucessfully adress the fields with the best potential and the best measurable effect we have achieved a lot. Even better would be to have instruments to judge and compare the environmental friendly effects of specific innovations extrapolated for the broad use in the economy ("ecological currency").

· Best results in single projects do not mean much, if we do not succeed in writing strategies for broad dissemination, which includes education, vocational training and professional underwise.

General / funding / programmes

· At the end of a good project comes a ... new project - or another friendly folk funding the same project for a next period.

· All the good programmes have been written. 

· If you nevertheless cannot resist to write a new programme, please stay well under 50 pages, at least with your management summary.

